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BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 

At a Meeting of the 
 

WORKING GROUP ON THE REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS & PLACES 
 

Held on Tuesday 4th September 2007 at 10.45 am 
In the Norfolk Room, The Conference Suite, Elizabeth House, Dereham 

 
 
 

PRESENT 
 
Myers, Mr D. 
Smith, Mr W. 
Turner, Mrs L. 

 
In Attendance 
 
Vargeson, Mr I. - Democratic Services Manager 
Daniels, Mrs S. - Electoral Services Manager 

  Action 
by 

6/07 LAST MEETING  

 The report of the meeting of the Working Group held on 17th July 2007 
was received and noted.  

 

7/07 APOLOGIES  

 An apology for absence was received from Mrs P Quadling.  

8/07 CONSULTATION AND PUBLICITY  

 The Democratic Services Manager advised Members of the arrangements 
made to publicise the review and the information made available for public 
inspection and on the website following the last meeting.  There had been 
wide individual consultation, with all parties identified at the last meeting 
having been contacted.  The consultation period expired on 24 
September, but meanwhile several responses had been received, most of 
which confirmed that current facilities were acceptable.  Those responses 
suggesting change or amendment are mentioned in the following minutes. 

 

9/07 RETURNING OFFICER’S SUBMISSION  

 The Members considered the submissions made by the Returning Officer, 
as required by the regulations, noting the background and comments of 
specific districts and stations. 

 

 The Members supported the views of the Returning Officer on the 
following:- 
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• Attleborough Queens 

• Bintree and Twyford (this proposal has since been 
supported by Parish Council) 

• Merton 

• Scarning 

• Shipdham 

• Stanfield 

• Stow Bedon 

• Swaffham 

• Watton 

As far as Carbrooke was concerned, the Electoral Services Manager 
pointed out that there was at present no alternative venue which 
suggested itself to serve the built-up part of the parish.  Mr Myers felt that 
the completion of the building in this area had a bearing on the need for 
this.  He also wondered whether the Ward Representative had any 
thoughts on an alternative venue. 

It was agreed that further information should be sought from the Ward 
Representative as to the possible additional venue and also from the 
Forward Planning Department regarding the completion of the building. 

Action 
by 

 A proposal was put forward to redress the apparent anomaly whereby 
electors formerly in the Toftwood Ward of Dereham had to travel further to 
the current polling station in the Central ward to which they had been 
transferred.  The proposal would mean that electors to the west of the 
Yaxham Road and east of the Toftwood boundary could use a station at 
either the Fred Nicholson School or the Toftwood Junior School.  Mrs 
Turner, a Toftwood Ward Representative, pointed out that this Ward had 
generated a higher turnout than most at the last District Council election 
and she wondered whether the additional cost of staffing and a new venue 
was in fact necessary, especially as there had been no public complaint 
about the current arrangement.  She also felt that another station in the 
Toftwood area could cause confusion within the Toftwood Ward as to the 
station to be used. 

 

 It was agreed that no changes should be recommended to the 
arrangements in Dereham at present, but that the polling district and 
places for the central ward be considered again at the next review. 

 

 At Roudham, where a caravan was currently used, the long-term Presiding 
Officer had mentioned that at one point a room at the Angel Inn, Larling 
had been put forward as an alternative.  Accepting that the better facilities 
needed to be balanced against the inconvenience of travel, it was agreed 
that a further letter be sent to the Landlord (two previous enquiries having 
been unanswered). 

 

 At Thetford, where it was acknowledged that an adjustment was needed 
to the Register to ensure that electors in the Cloverfields part of the 
Guildhall Ward were directed to the most convenient station, it was 
pointed out that work was currently being undertaken on a proposal and  
this would be presented to the Working Group at its next meeting. 
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Subject to the above comments, it was agreed that the Returning Officer’s 
submission be supported. 

 

 

Action 
by 

10/07 OTHER REPRESENTATIONS  

 Since publication of the agenda, representations had been received in 
respect of the Lexham and Weeting polling stations. 

 

 At Lexham, it had been suggested by the owners of the building rented by 
the Council at Brick Kiln Farm that it might be more convenient for Lexham 
electors to go to Litcham. 

 

 The Jubilee Hall at Litcham currently served Litcham and Kempston 
parishes, with an electorate of nearly 500;   Lexham had 108 electors.  
The Jubilee Hall was adequate for one station but capacity for an 
additional station needed careful consideration.  It was agreed that the 
views of the Ward Representative be sought on the possible change here. 

 

 Councillor Childerhouse, the Ward Representative from Weeting, had 
suggested that the Weeting Village Hall was used rather than the village 
centre (the old school).  This was because it was larger, afforded more 
privacy and had better parking.  The old school had limited parking and, 
when in use, voters parked on the green, which was something the Parish 
Council was trying to discourage. 

 

 It was agreed that the availability of Weeting Village Hall as a polling 
station should be investigated. 

 

11/07 FUTURE MEETINGS  

 The need for future meetings of the Working Group and reporting 
arrangements through General Purposes Committee and Council were 
discussed.  The Review needed to be completed by the end of the year 
and ideally by 1st December, before the new Register was published.  
Depending upon further responses to consultation, it should be possible to 
report to the General Purposes Committee on 7th November and then on 
to the Council meeting.  It was possible that a report could go to the 
Council on 25th October, which would mean that an additional General 
Purposes Committee meeting would be required before then. 

 

 It was agreed that the next meeting of the Working Group should take 
place after the Cabinet meeting on 9th October 2007. 

 

   

 
 
 The meeting closed at 11.25am 


